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Water Planning and Infrastructure Development
Jorge Garcia, Director, Las Cruces Utility Department

Water in Las Cruces and Dofia Ana County is the topic of our March 8 Lunch with a Leader. Dr. Jorge
Garcia will be presenting information about our local water supply and infrastructure. This presentation is
follow-up to the Water Study Consensus Unit Meeting presented by LWVNM Water Study Group, Barbara
Calef, chair, and Kathy Campbell, president, LWVNM. Interest among members was raised about our local
water situation after learning about the water issues state-wide.

Jorge Garcia, Utilities Director, City of Las Cruces, manages the operation, planning and development of
water, wastewater, natural gas and solid waste utilities. He has PhD and MS degrees in Civil and
Environmental Engineering, and a BS in Agricultural and Irrigation Engineering from Utah State University.
He has worked with the City of Las Cruces in various areas since November 1989, and became the director
of the department in April 2001. In this capacity he oversees 232 employees, a $61 million operating budget
and a $24.9 million capital budget. The department serves 78,000 customers.

We look forward to his presentation and to your joining us.

CALENDAR
March 1 (Monday) - 5:00 p.m. Board Meeting , Branigan Library Board Room.

March 1 (Monday) - Deadline for Reservations for Lunch with a Leader . RSVP Sharon Burbano (526-
2860 Reservations are required

March 2 (Tuesday) - 5:00 p.m., Deadline for Annual Meeting Voter . Board members and all committee
chairs are invited to write a year-end report. Email reports to Bonnie Burn (burnb@comcast.net).

March 8 (Monday) - 11:30 a.m., Lunch with a Leader at Good Samaritan Village, Social Center, Creative
Arts Room, 3011 Buena Vida Circle. Topic: Water Planning and Infrastructure Developme  nt. Speaker
is Dr. Jorge Garcia. Lunch is $8. Reservation required .

. March 15, 17, 22, and 24 - 10:30 a.m. - Noon, Know Your State and Local Government , in
collaboration with the Academy for Learning in Retirement, Good Samaritan Auditorium, 3011 Buena
Vida Circle. No reservations required. Non-ALR members ($5); ALR members ($4) (See ad on p. 3)

MARK Your Calendar :
April 17 (Saturday) - LWVGLC Annual Meeting, Good Samaritan Society, Social Center, 9 a.m. ‘{{sjy;
May 15-17 - LWVNM State Council, Santa Fe B

June 15-17 - LWVUS Convention, Atlanta Marriott Hotel, Atlanta, Georgia

Notable Dates : March is Women'’s History Month
March 8 - International Women’s Day
March 14-20 - Sunshine Week - Focus on open government.
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The League of Women Voters of
Greater Las Cruces, a nonpartisan
political organization, encourages
informed and active participation in
government, works to increase
understanding of major public
policy issues, and influences public
policy through education and
advocacy.

During the past few weeks you may have been
contacted by members of our Nominating
Committee, Johnnie Aldrich, chair, Marjorie Burr,
elected member, and Pat Pedersen, appointed
Board member. We appreciate those of you who
volunteered to serve on the Budget and Bylaws
Committees, and who accepted nominations to
the Board. As you know, in the even-numbered years we elect a vice-
president, secretary, and one director, each for two-year terms.

This year new vacancies have come up among our currently elected
officers and directors that leave these positions open for one-year terms.
Roberta Gran, current treasurer, is leaving that position, and Pat
Pedersen, membership director, is moving to Santa Fe. Both women
have served members and the board well, and we appreciate all they
have done. The Nominating Committee has added these two one-year
elected positions to the list of positions that need to be filled. Completing
one-year terms in a leadership position is a good way to gain an
understanding of what is involved and evaluate whether you want to be
League leaders. We look forward to hearing “YES” when you are
contacted by the Nominating Committee.

While on the topic, please Mark Your Calendar , as suggested on p. 1,
for the Annual Meeting on April 17, 9 a.m.. We are moving the location
to our usual Lunch meeting place, Good Samaritan Village Social Center,
and we will have breakfast instead of lunch. These changes were made
in response to comments from our members who wished to have a
shorter meeting. Additional details will be available in the Annual
Meeting VOTER that should be in your hands by March 17.

In her article on p. 3, Pat Pedersen reports the results of the Member
Survey. | would add here that | am so pleased we had such a good
response from our membership. Also, | appreciated the frankness about
how active or inactive you wish to be and how much volunteer time you
are willing to give to the League. Knowing the best way to communicate
with each of you facilitates a number of League activities. Thank you so
much for participating. We now know our membership a bit better.

The issue of how to get involved with the League arose on the survey.
The best way that | can suggest is to get in touch with a study group
chair and volunteer to participate. Certain leadership positions (e.g.,
secretary, treasurer, and membership director) lend themselves to
learning a lot about the League. Board members are there to help with
guestions or reassurances.

As Marjorie Burr's article, Look Back, on p. 5 describes, our program
planning meeting in February went very well. Our lunch tables were set
up to seat seven, which was just the right size to hold spirited
discussions. The Board is looking forward to presenting a good 2010-11
study and action program for adoption at the Annual Meeting..
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Membership Update - Pat Pedersen, Director
Member Survey Report: _The member survey was very
successful. Out of 95 surveys mailed, we received 54 mailed
responses, 26 phone responses, and one was completed at the
last lunch meeting for a total of 80 responses. Of these, 48
members reported themselves as active members who currently
participate or wish to participate in the activities of the League.
There were 32 others who wished to support the League as
inactive members at this time.

Many of the active and participating members are willing to help
with voting activities (e.g., voter registration, candidates’ forums,
and Voters’ Guides), to participate in League meetings, to
engage in public speaking and observing government meetings,
and to help with newsletter activities.

Most often mentioned as reasons why members joined the
League was interest in keeping current or working on issues
such as voting/elections, health care, education, social policy
and the environment, including recycling.

Thanks to all of you who participated in improving our
understanding of our membership. We appreciate each of our
members.

LWVUS Annual Census: Once a year on January 31, the
national League takes a shapshot of our membership database.
For the 2010-2011 fiscal year, our local League membership
stands at 93: 75 individual, 9 first household, and 9 second
household. Five national members-at-large appear on our
roster. This is an increase of 11 members over 2009-2010. Per
member payment (PMP), the amount of financial support
assessed to our League, will be calculated on 93 members at
both the state and national levels. Current national rates for
PMP are $29.20 for individual and first households, $14.60 for
second households, and $12 and $6, respectively, at the state
level.

New Member Orientation: On February 9 a new approach to
orientation was taken. The orientation meeting was scheduled
at 9 a.m. on the same day as the 11:30 a.m. lunch meeting. In
this format, new members drove only once to Good Sam’s to
attend two League events. It was a success. Eight new
members attended and then continued on to the lunch meeting.

Wt S

New Members

Anne Anderson
4986 Chippewa Trall
Las Cruces, 88011
Tel: 521-3380
E-mail: anderclanne@gq.com

Dolores Archuleta
960 Lee Dr.
Las Cruces, 88001
Tel: 524-7873
Email: darchuleta611412@aol.com

Sue Cain
1013 Rio Vista Dr.
Las Cruces 88007
Tel: 647-8250
Email: terryandsuecain@yahoo.com

ADDENDUM
MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY
is included for members in this issue.

K3

Know Your State and
Local Government

10:30-Noon
Good Samaritan Auditorium
3011 Bueno Vida circle

(Coffee: 10-10:30 a.m.)

Monday, March 15 - County
Government - Jess Williams,
Director, Public Information

Wednesday, March 17 - City
Government - Terrence Moore,
City Manager

Monday, March 22 - New
Mexico State Government
Jose Garcia, Ph.D., Dept. of

Government, NMSU

Wednesday, March 24 - New
Mexico State Budget - Ruth
Hoffman, Director, Lutheran

Advocacy Ministry, NM

Questions: (575) 524-VOTE
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Local League News Briefs

Branigan Library Finally Gets Its Just
Rewards - Marnie Leverett, chair

Here is some good news from Lynette Schurdevin,
acting administrator of the Branigan Library. The
final installment of the state funding that was
intended to finish the construction at the library is
now in hand and construction dates are being firmed
up as we go to press.

For the past several months, the Branigan Library
Study Group has been following “the money” issues
related to three building projects stalled at the library
because state funding was stopped before they
could be completed. The Dresp Rooms, the new
meeting room on the second floor called the Campo
Terrace Room, and the children’s library area on the
first floor near the new front door were involved.
These spaces are much needed for public meetings
and events throughout the city. Their usability will
be a huge dividend for our library and for the city at
large. When state budget deficits were announced
the money to complete these projects was
jeopardized.

Eileen Monahan, president, Friends of the Branigan
Library, Assistant City Manager Robert Garza and
the City’s Acting Grants Administrator, Auguie
Henry, and members of the League’s Branigan
Library Study Committee are to be commended for
their follow-up efforts.

(President’s Note: Marnie Leverett is to be commended
for her leadership of this study group and the efforts that
she and committee members have undertaken on behalf
of these renovations. The Director of Library position
continues to remain open. Marjorie Burr was appointed to
the city committee that is holding interviews for a
replacement.)

Voter Services Update - Vicki Simons, vice
president and chair, Voter Services

At the request of several Mesilla residents, the
League organized a candidates’ forum on Tuesday,
Feb. 16 in Mesilla for candidates in the March 2
mayoral and trustee election. Bonnie Burn, League
President, moderated the forum that featured three
non-partisan candidates for the four-year term of
mayor and five (of six) candidates for the two at-
large trustee positions, also four-year terms.

Because of the number of candidates, the forum
was divided into two 50-minute sessions that
featured the mayoral candidates first and then the
trustees.

There was a very large turnout of over 90 Mesilla
residents at the Mesilla Community Center. This
attendance is proportionately very large because
Mesilla only has 1,922 registered voters. The
residents submitted questions on various issues,
from protection of agricultural lands to passage of an
ethics ordinance, and seem to take a vigorous
interest in their community.

Thanks go to League members helping with the
forum: Donna Tate, Diane Lilley, Win Jacobs,
Johnnie Aldrich, Sharon Burbano, Nancy Phillips,
Barbara Goedecke, Nancy Anderson and Cliff
Pelton.

We appreciate the opportunity to hold the forum, and
also thank the Town of Mesilla for waiving the fee for
use of the Community Center, and helping set up
the facility for our use.

Board Highlights

Treasurer’'s Report : We are half-way to our goal
of $4,000 needed to publish our Voters’ Guide
for the November 2010 General Election.
Annual Meeting: Johnnie Aldrich sent a written
report that advised Bylaw and Budget
Committee membership were identified and
some officer and director positions have
nominees. The Annual Meeting will be held on
April 17. The venue was changed to Good
Samaritan Social Center and will involve
breakfast rather than lunch. This change is an
effort to accommodate members’ requests that
the meeting be shortened.

Membership Survey: Results were discussed
with Board. A spreadsheet will be developed
that allows for more comprehensive inter-
pretation for use by the Nominating Committee.
Resignations: Pat Pedersen’s resignation was
accepted with regret. She is moving to Santa
Fe. Roberta Gran is also leaving the Treasurer’'s
position but will remain on the board as an
appointed director of public relations.

- February 1, 2010
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LOOK BACK - Program Planning

Marjorie Burr, recorder

During a lively group exercise at the program
planning general meeting on February 8, about 30
League members brainstormed ideas to consider for
study by the local League in the coming year. The
board will discuss the topics that evoked the most
interest and willingness by members to work on
them, and will present to the Annual Meeting on
April 17 the recommended and non-recommended
items so members can decide on the study and
action agendas next year.

Review and update of our local Education position
(last amended in 1999), The group suggests a
study that includes looking at the system, the
dropout problem, and the status of civics education
in the public schools.

Affordable housing . There is a need for more
affordable housing in Las Cruces and Dofa Ana
County. The League could look at quantifying the
need and ways of achieving a balance of all kinds of
housing stock in the community.

A citizen police review board as an independent
body that investigates and reports on incidents of
police-resident interactions.

The use of gray water in landscaping as a method
of water conservation

A look at redistricting of local governing bodies

in light of the League’s national and state fair
representation positions. This is timely, as
reapportionment takes place after the official census
report is received in April 2011.

Expanding the recently adopted mental heath
services position to include children’s services.

A study of public transportation.  This could include
an inventory of current availability and investigation
of ways to increase it and encourage use by local
residents.

Local emergency preparedness plans. What are
the current plans? Are they adequate? Should the
public be more aware of them?

This broad and long list of study possibilities will
provide fodder for discussion and difficult decision-

(Continued on page 11)

Census 2010: The

Census Takers
Cheryl Haaker, chair, Fair
Representation Study Group

In March, you will receive your
2010 Census form in the mail.
About 130 million will be mailed
out. Fill yours out ASAP, send it back in its postage-
paid envelope, and you won't need to worry about
being contacted by a census taker. As an added
bonus, every 1% increase in the mail-back response
rate saves us taxpayers about $85 million, according
to the Better Business Bureau.

IT'S IN OUR HANDS

If you don't send back your form in time, you may be
called or visited (but NOT e-mailed) by a census
taker. If this occurs,

1. Askto see identification . It should be an
official government badge with the census
taker's name on it.

A census taker will not ask to enter your home.

A census taker will ask ONLY the questions

on the census form : your name, age, sex,

ethnicity, and whether you rent or own the home.

The same information will be requested for

everyone staying at that address.

4. Census takers are sworn to secrecy regarding
any information collected, and penalties for
disclosure are severe.

5. If you are concerned about the identity  of the
census taker at your door, you can call your
regional Census office at the Denver Regional
Census Office, 720-475-3640.

wn

Some enterprising Americans may try to take
advantage of the Census to call or visit you and try
to obtain significantly more information, for both fun
and profit. Do NOT give ANYONE your social
security number, credit card number(s), bank
account information, or other financial information. A
valid census taker will not ask for this information,
and will definitely NOT ask for a "contribution."

Remember: you as a taxpayer can save money by
promptly mailing back your filled-out Census form.
This, in addition to being counted for purposes of
Congressional representation and determination of
your area's needs, should make it a no-brainer.

Mail back that form !
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League Day at the Legislature,

Under any circumstances, League Day at the
Legislature is one of my favorite League of Women
Voters activities. This year our special day, and it
was particularly special this year, fell on January 26,
when brisk cold and sunny skies made the recently
fallen snow sparkle in Santa Fe.

I missed most of the morning orientation meetings in
our usual meeting place at the Land Office because
| staffed our LWVNM table in the Round House
lobby. We kept League information sheets there
with details about the bills we are supporting (or
opposing) and membership applications from each
of the four local Leagues. We answered questions
about issues from both the general public and
League members and provided a very important
“stashing” space for the coats of members who were
visiting their legislators or attending committee
meetings on bills of interest. The League table was
a gathering place for us all once the morning
meetings had adjourned.

This year was so special because of the
Commemorative Memorials read in both the House
and the Senate. Presented in the House by
Representative Gail Chasey (D-Bernalillo) and in the
Senate by Senator Dianna J. Duran (R-Dona Ana &
Otero), the Memorials congratulated the League on
the 90™ birthday of its founding and praised our
public service in the efforts to strengthen our
democracy by educating citizens and advocating in
support of issues that we have studied. | was
hugely pleased to represent Las Cruces by joining
the Presidents of the other three local Leagues and
our NM President Kathy Campbell on the rostrum.

The presentation in the House was particularly
gratifying because when Representative Chasey
asked for comment from House members, seven of
the nine Dofia Ana Representatives spoke up to
laud the League’s work in New Mexico.
Representative Cervantes was the first to suggest
that all legislators, even the men, should join him in
League membership. Representative Steinborn
seconded that suggestion in his expression of
thanks to us. After the Memorial was unanimously
adopted, almost a party atmosphere prevailed as
many of the Representatives came to the rostrum to
shake our hands and offer personal congratulations.
Representatives Joni Gutierrez, Mary Helen Garcia,

2010 - Johnnie Aldrich, reporter

and Nate Cote joined Representatives Cervantes
and Steinborn.

The Senate presentation was a bit more staid, as
one would expect of a Senate event, | suppose, but
the standing ovation for the League at the
conclusion of the presentation was also a thrill.

When | returned to the League table after the
formalities, | realized that our Representatives in the
House had made a huge impression on my fellow
Leaguers from the northern environs of our state.
Those who had watched from the gallery and those
leaders who had been on the rostrum had high
praise for the delegation from Dofia Ana County
because of the enthusiastic support we received that
day. Southern New Mexico is now clearly in the
consciousness of our northern colleagues!

| spent the better part of that afternoon of the 26" in
the audience of a committee meeting in progress.
The topic of the first four items on the agenda was
DW!I enforcement and punishment. High school
students from Albuquerque pled passionately for
stronger punishments. Committee members spoke
to the issue, some agreeing with the emotional
arguments of the students, some not. | was
delighted to be reminded that citizens, even non-
voting ones, can, indeed, influence government. But
citizens who care must be willing and able to devote
time and effort to the process.

Democracy does work “exceeding slow,” but it does
work. League Day at the Legislature is just one way
to participate, and | urge readers to consider the trip
to Santa Fe next year.

(President’s Note: It was with great regret that | couldn’t
be present for this historic recognition. Through the
miracle of webcasting now available on the New Mexico
legislative web site, | did hear the complete proceedings
and was able to watch the Senate. Since that occasion,
the House voted unanimously to allow a camera in its
chambers. Kudos to Johnnie for representing us so well.
| echo her encouragement to attend next year. Thank
you to our representatives who lauded our efforts.)

New Mexico State Legislative
Webcasting

www/nmlegis.gov
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QININARNRANRNNNANAANANANANNNNNNANNANANANNNNNN;
|

"H#S the League of Women Voters was founded on February 14, 1920, by Carrie

Chapman Catt just six months before the 19th amendment to the United States Constitution
was ratified giving women the right to vote; and

"HH#S , the League of Women Voters began as a “mighty political experiment” designed
to help twenty million women carry out their new responsibilities as voters; and

"HH#S August 26, 2010, will mark the 90th anniversary of women'’s suffrage in the
nation; and
"H# D in October 1949, 60 years ago, the League of Women Voters of New Mexico

was formed, and since that time the League of Women Voters has been an active partner in
the League of Women Voters of the United States and is proud to have New Mexico resident
Mary Wilson currently service as president of the League; and

"H# D the League of Women Voters of Greater Las Cruces was established in 1968;
and
"H# S the League of Women Voters has encouraged millions of women to carry out

their responsibilities as voters by conducting candidate forums and by publishing voter guides
that allow candidates for public office to present their views in a nonpartisan environment; and

"HH#S the League of Women Voters has further helped its members to engage in
nonpartisan political action to shape public policy in agreement with its adopted positions; and

"HH#S , the League of Women Voters continues to advocate for responsible and

responsive government at all levels, and for the general welfare of the residents of New Mexico
and the nation.

I "##% # , we, the Major and City Council of the City of Las Cruces do hereby
declare February 14, 2010 as:

&H#H'H % #)#$*+,

and the City of Las Cruces congratulates the League of Women Voters on its success to help
women and men carry out their myriad responsibilities as voters in the United States of
America.

NAALALLLS LSS LS LSS LSS LSS LSS LSS SSSSS

Editor's Note: The above Proclamation from the City of Las Cruces Council was arranged by Dolores Archuleta and
accepted by Bonnie Burn, president, and Marjorie Burr, founding member of the Greater Las Cruces League, at the
Council Meeting on February 2, 2010. A similarly worded Proclamation from the Dofla Ana County Commissioners was
accepted by Bonnie Burn at its meeting on February 9, 2010. A Commemorative Memorial recognizing the League and
declaring January 26, 2010, League Day at the Legislature was sponsored in the State House by Representative Galil
Chasey (D-Bernalillo) and in the Senate by Senator Dianne Duran (R-Dist. 40) and accepted on January 26 by Kathy
Campbell, president, LWVNM, in the presence of NM local League presidents on the floor of the chambers and
attendees of League Day at the Legislature seated in the gallery. Johnnie Aldrich represented the Greater Las Cruces
League at the presentation.

Tl alalalal el e e ol ol el ool ol o oV o ol ol al al el o o o oV oV el el el el el e o oV el el o el ol eV o oV o e et
2020 e VM 2 2 T2 20 o Mo Mo P M R M Mo Ve P Ve Vi R M R Ra Ve Vi VA 20 2 T2 R e e e Mo o M e M R e Ve Ve M e

S
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League News

Citizens United Decision Sets Off Revolution

in Campaign Finance: Supreme Court Erred,
Decision Undermines Basic Pillar of

American Democracy . Thus read the headline of
the press release issued by the League of Women
Voters of the United States (LWVUS) about the
decisions of the Supreme Court in Citizens United v.
Federal Election Commission (FEC).

“The Supreme Court has made a tragic mistake,”
according to Mary Wilson, president, LWVUS,
“Today, basic pillars of American democracy have
been undermined—that elections should not be
corrupted by vast corporate wealth and that the
voters should be at the center of the democratic
system.

“Justice Stevens had it right when he said, in his
dissent, ‘The Court’s ruling threatens to undermine
the integrity of elected institutions across the nation.
The path it has taken to reach its outcome will, |
fear, do damage to this institution.’

“In creating a new constitutional right for
corporations to spend unlimited amounts of their
shareholder’s money to determine the outcome in
candidate elections, the Court has unleashed into
our elections tremendous sums of money from for-
profit corporations that cannot possibly be matched
in quantity by contributions from ordinary citizens.
The only possible outcome of this is that big money
and special interests will have an even tighter grip
on our democracy.

“Congress and the President enacted campaign
finance laws over a series of decades for a reason—
to protect our democracy from the perverse
influence of big money in our elections. In making
this decision, the court has ignored the best interest
of the American public and our representative form
of government.”

(Source: LWVUS press release, dated 1/21/2010).

Congressional Testimony : In follow-up, Mary
Wilson, president, LWVUS, was invited to testify at a
congressional hearing entitled, “Defining the Future
of Campaign Finance in an age of Supreme Court
Activism.” The hearing took place following the U.S.
Supreme Court’s decision in the Citizens United v.
FEC case. Mary Wilson's testimony to lawmakers

was that they must quickly pass legislation
governing corporate and union spending in order to
take effect for the 2010 elections. “The League
supports numerous concepts moving forward in this
post-Citizens United context; however, ...[she]
stressed the need for enhanced disclosure...warned
the Committee to do no further harm. It is the
League’s opinion that Citizens United will evoke a
number of proposals that...could make our election
system and government processes even worse.
...other proposals from new control on foreign
corporations to public financing—that Congress
should consider in seeking to block corruption of
American democracy.” Mary Wilson’s testimony is
available at www.Ilwv.org.

LWVUS Sets Legislative Priorities : After a review
of congressional action in 2009 and a discussion of
expected activity in 2010, LWVUS Board of
Directors has adopted the following Legislative
Priorities for 2010 : Global Climate Change, Health
Care Reform, and Money in Elections (campaign
finance reform).

The Legislative Watch List includes: Arms
Control, DC Voting Rights, Election Reform, Ethics
and Lobbying Reform, and UN Convention on the
Elimination of all Forms of Discrimination Against
Women (CEDAW). The watch list includes issues
that need to be monitored for action opportunities in
the 111th Congress. It is understood that the Board
will have opportunities to review the priorities
throughout the year to make changes if the situation
requires it. Also, it should be noted that DC Voting
Rights and CEDAW are perennial legislative
priorities that the LWVUS has worked hard for in the
past and is committed to working for successful
passage. For a tally of member recommended
items, log on to www.lwv.org, and see the Report on
Member Recommended LWV Priorities for
Advocacy 2010.

LWV of New Mexico has been hard at work during
the Legislative Session, January 19-February 18,
2010. Implementing the new Capwiz software, all
local League members have been notified through
action alerts when members were asked to support
or oppose legislative bills. A full report on priority
legislation will be published in a forthcoming issue.
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A Night at the United Nations
Bonnie Burn, reporter

The annual fund-raiser that supports the NMSU
Model UN Team was held on January 20 at 6 p.m.
at the Farm and Ranch Museum. Several League
members were among those in attendance: Donna
and Tom Tate, Bonnie and Bob Burn, and Roberta
Gran.

Pictured above are members of the current UN
Team that will be traveling to the UN in New York
City to take part in the collegial competitions. As
before, we expect them to come home winners.

Former Ambassador to the UN, Thomas Pickering,
was the keynote speaker. Beginning with an
overview of the current world situation, Ambassador
Pickering stressed the need for diplomacy rather
than force. “No longer can the U.S. do what we
want to do when we want to do it,” he said. The
present world situation means that the U.S. must
work with other countries, and the UN is the one
organization in which that can happen.

He reviewed the work the UN is doing and
discussed some of the problems and solutions that
would strengthen the organization: increasing the
number of member states serving on the Security
Council from its current 15 to perhaps 22 or 23
countries; including China; building a stronger
peacekeeping role for the UN; and ensuring better
budget processes to avoid opportunities for
corruption. How the veto is handled and how the
Secretary General is selected are two additional
areas that could be changed. Moving to a position
where self-defense would be the only reason to go
to war was emphasized by Ambassador Pickering.

The UN, with its faults, still does get things done that
no other organization can. If we didn't have it, we
would have to invent it and creating it now would be
very hard in the present political climate.

Greater Las Cruces League

About Town
Bonnie Burn, Observer

The Organ Mountain-Desert Peaks Wilderness
Act. Several League members, Nancy Anderson,
Sharon Burbano, Pat Pederson, Cliff Pelton, Ellen
Young and I, were seated in the audience of 600.
We were there to experience the Senate Field
Hearings sponsored by Senators Bingaman and
Udall on February 15, 2:30 p.m., NMSU’s Corbett
Center. The goal was to receive additional
testimony about the Act. The hearing format
replicated that of Senate Hearings conducted in
Washington, DC. Although final decisions are not
made at this stage of the legislation, all oral
testimony and written statements will be included in
the final documentation about the bill.

Sustainability Forums  are planned on a monthly
basis beginning with the Green Building Panel that
was conducted on Wednesday, February 17.
Organized by Tom Schuster, Sustainability Officer,
City of Las Cruces, the goal is to have a discussion
about a variety of issues related to sustainability.
The meetings are scheduled for the third
Wednesday of each month from 6-8 p.m. at the
Munson Center (975 S. Mesquite).

Green Building was the first in the series.

Joni Newcomer, LEED-AP, Project Manager,
NMSU Facilities Planning & Construction,
discussed the basics of what it means to be
LEED (Leadership in Energy and Environmental
Design) certified. (Note: AP - Accredited
Professional).

Gary Yabumoto, AIA, LEED-AP, Principal, ASA
Architects, talked about the High Performance
School Program that he is involved with in the
Las Cruces Public Schools, the primary example
is the new high school to be built on Dripping
Springs Rd.

Don Rudisill, Las Cruces resident and
homeowner, discussed the experience as the
owner/designer of the first LEED Platinum rated
home in Las Cruces.

Although the crowd was small, mainly because the
meeting location had to be changed to Mesilla Park
because Munson Center is closed for repair, the
topics were very interesting. Not only is it useful to
know about the LEED standard because it is going
to be talked about well into the future but also to
hear first-hand experiences with green building.
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LEAGUE OBSERVER REPORTS

The League’s Observer Corps enables greater coeeaagd information gathering, can provide early wiagof
upcoming issues of concern, can increase Leaguslslity, and can assist in networking with otrgroups. We
appreciate the reports that are submitted by Oleexv Following the League practice of publishirappartisan,
objective reports, the information submitted maytited for content and brevity.

Las Cruces School Board Meeting -
January 19, 2010, 6:30 p.m . - Pat Pedersen,
Observer

School Board members, Serena Schoop, Maria
Flores, Dr. Connie Phillips, Dr. Bonnie Votaw, and
Stan Rounds, were in attendance. Absent was
Chuck Davis.

Leslie Cervantes discussed a collaboration between
the Las Cruces Public School District and the New
Mexico Health Department to bring a pilot program
to fight obesity in children. Mentioned were
programs to promote staff and student wellness,
physical education, and a community garden at
Connelee Elementary. The schools are receiving a
$5,000 grant from the Health Department to
implement these programs.

Ed White, teacher, Mesilla Park Elementary School,
showed a short video about the recycling program
at the school. It can also be seen on YouTube.
Suzanne Michaels, South Central Solid Waste
Authority, described field trips to the recycling facility
taken by students and the general issues related to
recycling.

The final report on the finances for the year 2008-
2009 was presented by J.J. Griego for approval.

Teachers from China, who are teaching Chinese
language at Tombaugh, Desert Hills and other
elementary schools were introduced.

Stan Rounds will be in Santa Fe following the
annual budget legislation for the remainder of the
session. He mentioned the new college preparatory
high school that is being built on grounds of NMSU
south of the football stadium. It may open in two
years. Discussion about road improvements around
the new elementary, middle, and high schools are
continuing to be held with city, county and state
agencies.

The meeting was adjourned at 8:20 p.m.

South Central Solid Waste
Authority (SCSWA) - January 21, 2010

Johnnie Aldrich, Observer

Routine official business was completed in less than
5 minutes. The Board then went into “closed
meeting” session to discuss personnel issues. Fifty
minutes later, action was taken on the closed
meeting issues. The Board then leapt to quick
renewal of a contract for the bulk purchase of bio-
diesel fuels. All of the Authority’s heavy equipment,
including the collection trucks, use bio-diesel fuels.

This business concluded, two of the commissioners
left to attend other meetings. We all waited for the
late arrival of another commissioner so that a Board
quorum could be established. The commissioner
never arrived.

In order to officially close the meeting, the absent
Board member was called on a cell phone at 10:40
a.m. and by speakerphone voted with those present
to table all other business until next month and
adjourn.

However, Tom Parker, a consultant from a solid
waste management company in Albuquerque was to
present the findings of his months-long study of the
present and future of waste management in Dofa
Ana County. It was decided that the remaining
Board members and listeners would be invited to
hear that presentation even though no action could
be taken if needed.

Mr. Parker’s presentation focused on the need to
prepare for continued population growth; projections
indicate that 100,000 people will be added to Dofia
Ana County rolls in the next 30 years. He cited
Vision 2040 statistics in this part of his report.
Currently, collected waste tonnage is less than it was
in 2007, the peak year so far this decade, probably
because of slowing in the construction industry since
2007. The report was rife with numbers and readers
interested in the details can obtain a copy of the
report by calling SCSWA at 528-3200.

(Continued on page 11)
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SCSWA (Continued from page 10)

Mr. Parker ended by saying that “need assessment
is on-going,” especially in the upkeep and
modernization of the transfer station and collection
centers. | left the meeting comforted by the
knowledge that planning for the future is happening.
Growth may be haphazard, but solid waste
collection will not be and recycling facilities and
capabilities will increase with the population.

South Central Recycling Partnership,

(SCRaP) - February 11, 2010
Al McBrayer, Observer

Excitement is building for Earth Day 2010. The date
is set for Saturday, April 17, Young Park, 10 a.m. —
4 p.m. “Single Stream Recycling” will be featured.
This is the newly adopted method of combining alll
recyclable materials into bins and separating
everything in the bins at another location. Freidman
Recycling in El Paso has been contracted to provide
this separation service. South Central Solid Waste
Authority (SCSWA) and SCRaP are planning two
booths that display information. Freidman
Recycling will provide a display and a video that
demonstrates the process. Single stream flyers,
demonstration containers and posters encouraging
customers to “Buy Recycled” will be available.
Public education is an important part of the event.

New Mexico Recycling Coalition (NMRC), an
important resource of information to professionals in
the field and the public, is hosting a recycling
conference in the Albuquergue Convention Center,
June 22-23. The coalition is asking Las Cruces:
to make a presentation about the successful E-
Scrap event held in November.
to discuss how SCRaP was formed and how our
participation fosters public support for recycling.

to participate in a panel discussion with other
cities to share ideas that may help all of us.

The 2010 Recycling Awards will be presented at the
conference. Las Cruces has been nominated in
several categories, including Recycler of the Year,
Solid Waste Authority Recycling Program of the
Year, Federal Facility Recycling Program of the
Year and School Recycling Program of the Year.
(Nominations close on March 26.) Las Cruces has
become a major contributor to the New Mexico
recycling effort.

Tom Schuster, sustainability officer, Las Cruces,
reported that recycling, water use, and curbside
recycling were major concerns that arose from the
Sustainability Town Hall meetings he held.

Patrick Peck, director, South Central Solid Waste
Authority, reported that he and his staff are working
with the Sun-News to print an article featuring
“Single Stream “recycling. The program has
become very successful at the drop-off locations,
and the twice weekly collections may have to be
increased as the volume increases.

Program Planning (Continued from page 5)

making at the Annual Meeting. These are the
criteria to guide the process:

Does the proposal fall within League principles?

Is government action the most effective way to
address the problem?

Is this the critical time for the issue?

Is there widespread member interest?

Will the League involvement make an impact?

Will this issue attract allies and build coalitions?

The group also considered ideas for national
program and settled on campaign finance reform
with a focus on public financing and methods to
shorten campaigns.

Wl WAl A el Al Al Al A a4l
WOMEN'S HISTORY MONTH

In this bit of space remaining in this issue,
we want to recognize March as
Women'’s History Month.

Women forget all those things
they don’t want to remember, and
remember everything
they don’t want to forget.
The dream is the truth.
They then act and do things
accordingly.

Zora Neale Hurston
(1891-1960)

Their Eyes Were Watching God
(Novel - 1937)
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