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The VOTER 

CALENDAR 
 

October 5 (Monday) - 5:00 p.m. Board Meeting , Branigan Library Board Room. 
 

October 5 (Monday) - Deadline for Reservations for Lunch with a Leader .  RSVP Sharon Burbano  
(526-2860)  Reservations are required . 
 

October 12  (Monday) - 11:30 a.m., Lunch General Meeting at Good Samaritan Village, Social Center, 
Creative Arts Room, 3011 Buena Vida Circle.  Topic:  United Nations  presented by Professor Yosef 
Lapid, Regents Professor, Department of Government, NMSU.  Lunch is $8.  Reservation required . 
 

October 13 (Tuesday)  -  6:30 - 8:30 p.m., Candidates’ Forum, City of Las Cruces Election , Munson 
Center, 975 S. Mesquite St.  
 

October 16 (Friday)  -  Voters’ Guide available as two regular pages of the Las Cruces Bulletin . 
 

October 17 (Saturday)  -  10 a.m., New Member Orientation , Good Samaritan Village, Social Center, Small 
Conference Room near Main Auditorium.  RSVP:  Pat Pederson, 522-3859  
 

Notable Dates:  United Nations Month 
October 24 - United Nations Day 

��������	��
���
��
����	������������	��
���
��
����	������������	��
���
��
����	������������	��
���
��
����	����� ���������	���
�����������	���
�����������	���
�����������	���
���������� ���
Can the UN Promote Peace and Security in the 21 st Century? 

Yosef Lapid, Ph.D., Regents Professor, Department of Government, NMSU 
 
On September 24, 2009, President Barack Obama will chair a special UN Security Council summit on 
nuclear non-proliferation and nuclear disarmament.  This is only the fifth such meeting in the history of the 
United Nations (UN) and the first one to be chaired by an American President.  This summit will not focus on 
any particular country, but on arms control, nuclear disarmament, strengthening the Treaty on the Non-
Proliferation of Nuclear Weapons, and denying and disrupting illicit trafficking in nuclear materials. 
 
Putting an end to warfare was the main motivating factor for the creation of the United Nations in 1945, as it 
had been for the League of Nations in 1919 and the Concert of Europe in 1815.  Professor Lapid will 
address the question of whether the UN remains relevant for managing conflicts and providing security in 
the early twenty-first century. The UN remains the only truly global security institution, but can it work given 
the changing nature of contemporary violence and war?  Professor Lapid will argue that, as recognized by 
President Obama, the UN can gain new relevance in helping member states face new security threats and 
challenges in the 21st century.  The legitimacy of armed humanitarian intervention, the problem of “rogue” 
states seeking nuclear weapons, the role of the UN in combating terrorism and other such issues will be 
discussed.  
 
Yosef Lapid is a Regents Professor in the Department of Government at NMSU. He holds a Ph.D. degree 
from Columbia University (1981) and has taught at Hebrew University in Jerusalem and at Carleton 

(Continued on page 7) 
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During the congressional recess, five meetings 
related to health care reform occurred in August.  
The League was represented at all of them.  
Congressmen Teague’s Town Hall provided an 
opportunity for the community to give input about 
this issue.  The League was among the invited 
guests to the AARP Luncheon where Senator 
Bingaman gave a keynote speech on health care reform.  At each event, 
we advocated for a public plan option. 
 
A Climate Change Committee has been formed:  Kate Schultz, Tom 
Schmugge and I.  Our goal is educational, and the first of several articles 
appears on p. 4.  Please note that Tom is presenting a public colloquium 
that you may wish to attend (ad, p. 3). 
 
The League was among the community supporters who listened to a 
presentation about wilderness legislation presented by staff members 
from Senator Bingaman’s office.  He and Senator Udall have introduced 
the Organ Mountains—Desert Peaks Wilderness Act for Doña Ana 
County.  We are excited that this effort, begun twelve years ago when 
the League organized a public meeting, is coming to fruition. 
 
A Graduation Summit was sponsored by Lieutenant Governor Diane 
Denish on September 10 at NMSU.  It called attention to the need to 
improve high school graduation rates statewide.  Five hundred 
educators, students, and community members attended.  We were 
introduced to the America Promise Alliance that was organized by former 
Secretary of State and Mrs. Colin Powell to focus on this issue, and we 
participated in more in-depth panel discussions. 
 
Dr. Joanna Hornig Fox, senior policy analyst at the Everyone Graduates 
Center at Johns Hopkins was the keynote speaker.  Her presentation 
included a slide show that discussed graduation rates based on 
completing high school in four years.  She identified students who drop 
out as those who are performing poorly, have life-events that lead to 
failure and have extreme behavior or delinquency problems.  Identifying 
poor performers early, persistent follow-up and finding the right strategy 
to help students at the right time were proffered recommendations. 
 
The Bureau of Elections has a new supervisor, Bob Bartelsmeyer.  
Marnie Leverett and I met with him to become acquainted and to 
introduce him to the collaborative efforts between the League and the 
Elections Office.  Mr. Bartelsmeyer has been involved with elections his 
entire career.  Some of the initiatives he will be pursuing include: seeking 
change to the current legislative statute so that more time for mailing and 
delivery of absentee ballot is allowed; ensuring the effectiveness of poll 
workers; confirming current voter registration addresses; and updating 
voters’ signatures.  We left the meeting feeling reassured that many of 
the practices put into place by Lynn Ellins will be carried on and 
improved. 
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New  Members 
 

Thomas Schmugge 
5152 Hunters Chase Rd. 
Las Cruces, NM  88011 

Tel:  522-4546 
Email:  tschmugge@gmail.com 

 
New Address 
Beverly N. Huff 

905 Conway (#66) 
Las Cruces , NM  88005 
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NEW 
MEMBER 
ORIENTATION 

 
Saturday, October 17,  

10 a.m. 
Good Samaritan Society 
Small Conference Room 
(near Main Auditorium) 

 
RSVP:  by October 10 

Pat Pederson, 522-3859 

Public Lecture 
 

The Discovery of  
and Physical Basis for 

Global Warming 
 

Guest Speaker:   
Thomas Schmugge, Ph.D. 

 
November 11, 2009, 7 p.m. 

 
PSL Auditorium, Lower Level 

Anderson Hall, NMSU 
Corner of Espina amd Stewart 

Sponsored by:   
NMSU Physics Department 

Board Highlights  -  September 8 
 
· Mental Illness Services in Doña Ana County:  

Mickey Curtis, co-chair,  reported that the study 
was completed.  The unit meeting to present the 
findings of the study and reach concurrence on a 
position is scheduled for the November 9 
luncheon. 

· Branigan Library Study Group :  Marnie 
Leverett and Pat Pedersen discussed the library 
tour the group recently took. 

· Voter Services :  Vicki Simons distributed a 
schedule of activities related to the City of Las 
Cruces election.  A candidates’ forum will be 
held on Tuesday, October 13, at 6:30 p.m.  A 
two-page Voters’ Guide will be published in The 
Bulletin. 

· Program :  Sharon Burbano reviewed future 
Lunch with a Leader meetings: 

· November 9  -  Unit Meeting 
 Mental Illness Services Study Group 
· December 5  -  Legislative Breakfast 
· January 11  -  LWVNM Water Study 

 
 

City of Las Cruces Election  
 

League Calendar 
 

September 22  -  Candidates’ Filing Day 
 
 
October 6  -   Last Day of Voter Registration 
October 7  -   Absentee Voting Begins 
  Mail-in Paper Ballots 
October 13  -   Candidates’ Forum  
  6:30-8:30 pm  -  Munson Center 
October 14  -   Early Voting Begins  
 City Clerk’s Office ONLY 
October 16  -   Voters Guide published in 
 The Bulletin  
October 31  -   Early Voting ends 
 
 
November 3  -  Election Day  

 VOTE in precincts around town. 
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Branigan Library Study Group 
Marnie Leverett, Chair 

 
On August 26th five League members who are 
actively interested in the programs and the quality of 
service of the Branigan Library were privileged to 
have a private tour of the recent addition and the 
future plans for the Branigan library building.  Library 
Director Kathleen Teaze was our guide  
 
The current serious building project is the 
culmination of planning and collecting funds for 
enlarging the children's section of the library, a goal 
that has been at the top of the wish list for some 
years.  While the planning session was going on, 
other library needs for space surfaced and became 
critical to various library programs.  So, the original 
plans were re-worked to some degree to allow for a 
few other expansion projects at the same time. The 
final available funds are close to a million dollars. 
 
The tour began with a close-up look at the new 
structure that is adding space at the end of the hall 
on the second floor. This large addition, easily seen 
from Spruce Street or Church Street, will contain a 
new large public meeting room that replaces the 
Dresp Room.  The 25 or so library computers will be 
consolidated in the Dresp Room. 

The Discovery of and Physical Basis for Global Warm ing 
Thomas Schmugge, member, Climate Change Committee 

 
Starting with this issue we will present monthly articles on global warming to build our understanding of how 
the increase of carbon dioxide in the atmosphere has affected our climate. 
 
As the earth orbits the sun it is in radiation balance between the incoming solar radiation and its own thermal 
radiation.  To maintain this balance, the earth is radiating at an effective temperature of -18 C (0 F) which is 
too cold.  The atmosphere serves as a greenhouse enabling the surface to be about 33 C (59 F) warmer.  
The principal atmospheric gases which contribute to this greenhouse effect are water vapor and carbon 
dioxide (CO2).  There are three fundamental ways to change the earth's temperature: 1) Changes in the 
incoming solar radiation (e.g., by orbit changes or in the solar output); 2) Changes in the fraction of the solar 
radiation that is reflected back to space (e.g., by increased cloud cover or snow cover), and 3) Alteration of 
the infrared radiation from the Earth (e.g., by increasing CO2). Thus, if we believe that CO2 contributes to the 
greenhouse effect keeping the surface of the earth warm, it follows that increasing CO2 will increase the 
temperature. Each of these factors will be discussed in separate articles.   Much of the material to be 
presented is from the recent report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change which is available on 
line at www.ipcc.ch 
 
Let us begin by discussing the first topic listed above, incoming solar radiation which is the driver of the earth 
system.  It is believed that variations in incoming solar radiation were the cause of the ice ages and these 

(Continued on page 5) 

Also on the second floor, the work room was 
converted into the main public reading room that 
contains magazines, newspapers, and a section on 
genealogy, and staff have been moved temporarily 
to a former storage room that makes working space 
crowded and not very well lit. 
 
On the main floor, the new children's section 
provides easy access to the library without using the 
front door and to the outdoors for children's future 
programming.  The kiva room, now a multi-tiered 
little oasis for children's programming, is being 
leveled off to accommodate a larger audience and 
will be more heavily used. Other changes include an 
expanded area for teenaged readers and the 
addition of a large number of book cases to 
accommodate a growing collection. 
 
During the tour, we were very conscious that there is 
not an unused corner or spot anywhere in the 
building  at this point in time.  Kathleen emphasized 
that the library's space is stretched to its limits.  
Even with the new addition, there will not be any 
extra room for future expansion .  Our sense is 
that the need for additional space must soon include 
the addition of satellite library branches around the 
city. 
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Re-energizing America:  Policy, Practice, & Possibi lity for America’s Energy Future 
August 31-September 1, 2009 – Corbett Center, New M exico State University 

Honorary Chairman, Congressman Harry Teague 
Bonnie Burn, Reporting 

 
Public attention was focused on the State of New Mexico and how to position it, a state with abundant oil, gas, 
solar and wind, to meet energy demands as climate change becomes the center of attention for the nation and 
the world.  Developing a cohesive energy plan that builds cooperation among state and national government 
departments and agencies is an important first step. New Mexico already has the necessary educational 
resources in colleges and universities and research facilities in the national laboratories at Sandia and Los 
Alamos.  There was agreement that energy sources have to be diversified and entail clean technologies. This 
involves consideration of agricultural, algal, and biomass fuels.  Conventional sources of energy, oil, gas, and 
nuclear also have to be part of the mix.  Bringing all of this to market as clean energy presents many challenges, 
but none of the panelists found them insurmountable.  Energy Secretary Chu raised the issue of an “energy 
revolution” similar to the “industrial revolution,” 
where concerted efforts would bring about 
innovation to make the possibilities become realities.  
To make this happen, manufacturing facilities, 
legislation, venture capital investment, research and 
development, and workforce education have to 
converge.   The conference presenters and keynote 
speakers left the impression that serious people are 
already working on the challenges.  Energy is now 
considered an important part of national security and 
independence from foreign oil remains a major goal. 
 
There were about 250 attendees, including eight 
League members, filling the main ballroom of 
Corbett Center at NMSU.  The major theme that 
emerged was the need for diversity among the 
energy sources used in the delivery system.  Relying 
upon one over another is no longer an acceptable 
solution.  A cohesive plan is a must to ensure progress.  The technology involved is high tech and an educated 
workforce is needed. 

were caused by small changes in the earth’s orbit.  These changes have very long periods and we are presently 
in an interglacial period.  The other factor that needs to be considered is changes in actual output of the sun. 
This is best done from above the earth’s atmosphere (i.e., from satellite platforms).  NASA has had instruments 
in space monitoring solar output since the late 70's.  They show a rather steady output with a 0.1% oscillation at 
the 11 year solar activity cycle which corresponds to 0.1 C (0.18 F) change in temperature.  At the present time 
we are at minimum in the solar output.  So it is clear that changes in the solar output are not contributing to the 
observed increase in the earth’s temperature. 
 
Notes:  Tom Schmugge will be presenting a public lecture sponsored by the NMSU Physics Department on November 11 
(see ad p. 3) 
 
Tom Schmugge received a PhD in Physics from the University of California at Berkeley in 1965.  He worked for NASA and 
the USDA Agriculture Research Service for 33 years studying the use of space observations to learn about the land 
surface.  He is a Fellow of the American Geophysical Union (AGU) and the Institute of Electrical and Electronic Engineers 
(IEEE).  He occupied the Gerald Thomas Chair of Natural Resources in the College of Agriculture at NMSU from 2005 to 
2008. 

Gobal Warming (Continued from page 4) 

(L-R)  Marjorie Burr, Tom Schmugge, Bonnie Burn, Nancy 
Anderson, Joyce Westerbur, & Ellen Wedhum 
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The air in our atmosphere is approximately 80% 
nitrogen and 20% oxygen with very small amounts of 
other gasses including carbon dioxide.  The current 
level of carbon dioxide in the earth’s atmosphere is 
approximately 380 parts per million (ppm).  That 
means there are 380 molecules of carbon dioxide in 
every 1 million molecules of air which is less than 
0.1%.  A recent op-ed in the Sun-News stated that 
historical carbon dioxide levels in the earth’s 
atmosphere have been 25 times higher than they are 
today so why are current levels a problem?  That 
statement is true.  In those historic times, plants 
thrived as did dinosaurs and other reptiles that fed on 
them.  The concern today is not the survival of the 
earth and many species, it is survival of humanity. 1 
 
The effect of increasing amounts of carbon dioxide in 
the atmosphere is much the same world-wide.  
Climate models for the state of New Mexico, if 
nothing is done to halt carbon dioxide emission 
increases, indicate that trapping of the sun’s energy 
will result in an average temperature rise of about 7 
degrees F by the end of the century as compared to 
a 1 degree F rise in the 20th century.  This will result 
in a reduced winter snow pack, reduced stream flow 
from the Rockies into New Mexico, greater 
evaporation from existing reservoirs coupled with a 
decrease in ground water, increased drought 
severity, and greater climate variability.  These 
models predict that rainfall will remain relatively 
constant and that the growing season will extend to 
over 250 days per year.  However, because of the 
overall increase in summer and winter temperatures, 
the state will be in permanent drought from which it 
will never recover and agriculture may become non-
existent because virtually all water will be needed to 
sustain the population.2 
 
The cost of taking no action to limit climate change 
on items and issues such as food and water, energy 
consumption, personal health, agriculture, wildfires, 
storms, floods, and loss of recreation and wildlife will 
be severe.  Economic models predict that the cost to 
each New Mexico household in 2020 will be $3,430; 
in 2040 $5,409; and by 2080 $12,022.   The cost of 
food alone will consume 25% of the income of a 
median income New Mexican family.  On the other 
hand, the cost of doing something such as cap and 

Climate Change in New Mexico:  Seizing the Opportun ities 
Friday, August 21, 2009, 9 a.m. – 4 p.m.,  

George Pearl Hall, University of New Mexico 
Bob Burn, Reporting 

trade is estimated by the Congressional Budget 
Office to be $175 per household in 2020.  The 
conservative Heritage Foundation estimates the 
same household cost to be $11,390 by 2035.  The 
real cost is probably somewhere in between these 
two numbers.  Doing nothing will place the burden on 
future generations.  Doing something places the 
burden where it should be: on our generation that 
has been responsible for most of the problem.3   
 
In the United States, 50% of all energy consumption 
is in homes and office buildings, 22% by industry, 
and 28% by transportation.  Both the House of 
Representatives and the Senate have National 
Building Code Standards under consideration.  The 
gist of these proposals is to make 2010 building 
codes 30% more stringent than the most stringent 
current codes; 50% more stringent by 2015, and an 
additional 5% more stringent every subsequent three 
years.   The result would be a dramatic reduction in 
energy consumption and carbon dioxide emissions.  
In 2005, the United States energy consumption was 
50 quadrillion (Q) BTUs.  A QBTU is the output of 
one hundred 500 megawatt coal plants.  By 2030, 
that level will rise to 60 QBTU and by 2050 to 70 
QBTU.  If the National Building Code Standards are 
enacted, 2030 consumption will drop to 40 QBTU 
and 2050 to 30 QBTU.  The latter is less than half 
the level of consumption without the standards.  
Corresponding carbon dioxide emissions in 2050 
would drop from 4,000 million metric tons (MMT) per 
year to 1,400 MMT.4  
 
Conventional wisdom concerning more stringent 
building codes is “green costs more.”  Builders in 
Santa Fe and Albuquerque have found those 
concerns to be mostly unfounded.  The cost of 
building to a federal standard called “Silver Level 
Green” is 1% greater than building to conventional 
standards.  The savings are dramatic.  Typical 
conventional construction utility costs are $1.90/ft2/
year while Silver Level Green utility costs are 85 
cents/ft2/year.  Water use savings are 30% which for 
a medium size building is over 220,000 gallons/year.  
In addition to improved insulation and windows, 
typical energy saving items in Silver Level Green 
construction include: (1) motion activated air 

(Continued on page 10) 
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University in Ottawa, Canada, prior to joining the NMSU faculty in Fall 1990. His research interests include: 
theories of international relations, religion and nationalism, border and security studies, the Middle East, and 
more. He has authored books and articles on these subjects including The Return of Culture and Identity in 
International Relations (published in 1996 by the Lynne Reinner Press and re-issued in Chinese by Zhejiang 
People Press in 2003) and Identities, Borders, Orders: Rethinking International Relations Theory (published 
in 2001 by Minnesota University Press).  Lapid was a member of the executive board of the International 
Studies Association and a co-founder and chair of the Ethnicity, Nationalism and Migration Section of 
International Studies Association. He is a member of the editorial boards of International Studies Quarterly, 
Journal of International Relations and Development, and International Political Sociology and Geopolitics. 
From August 2005 to July 2007, Dr. Lapid served as the Academic Head of the Department of Government 
at NMSU.  Since 2001, he has been  the lead editor of a book series on Culture, Religion and International 
Relations at Palgrave Press. Yosef Lapid is a 2003 recipient of a Fort Bliss Federal Credit Union Research 
Award and a 2006 recipient of an NMSU Regents Professorship. 

Lunch with a Leader (Continued from page 1) 

To make energy it takes some water and the sun, 
Just water and sun, 
And engineering... 
--with apologies to Emily Dickinson 

 
When Bryn Davis, New Mexico operations manager 
of Sapphire Energy, spoke to the League on 
September 14, he made the process of producing oil 
from algae seem very possible, if not easy.  All it 
needs is water and sun and a little CO2.  He began 
by reiterating the global and national energy 
situation as described at the Re-energizing 
Conference at NMSU on August 31 and September 
1 (p. 6). 
 
The goal of Sapphire Energy’s research project on 
the west mesa of Las Cruces is to perfect the 
process of producing oil by growing algae, a process 
he described as large-scale farming.  Algae, after all, 
are plants. They are a small part of the total plants 
on the planet, but are responsible for 97 percent of 
the photosynthesis that happens worldwide. Unlike 
other plants, algae do not grow leaves, roots, etc., 
so the photosynthetic process produces mostly 
lipids, which can be turned into oil.  Algae do not 
compete with food crops and do not need fresh (non
-saline) water to grow.  If the CO2 for growing algae 
can be captured from other energy producers, such 
as coal-burning plants, the goal of carbon neutrality 
can be furthered. 
 
Algae can be grown in six-inch-deep ponds of 
brackish water in an area where sunlight is 

abundant.  Sapphire Energy has acquired land west 
of Las Cruces for research and development of the 
process: to experiment with various strains of algae 
(the best strain will be the one in which the rate-of-
growth and production-of-oil gradients intersect); to 
determine the best configuration of the ponds for 
optimal growing conditions; and to test the economic 
viability of the process.  Genetic modification of 
organisms is not being done at the Las Cruces site, 
but is being done in laboratories.  
 
Mr. Davis stressed the magnitude we must envision.  
He said that a 35-mile by 35-mile area (about the 
size of Holloman Air Force Base and White Sands 
National Monument) devoted to algae growing would 
supply the fuel for the nation’s air force.  Algal fuel 
can replace fossil fuels in transportation--jet engines 
and internal combustion engines--that require high 
energy density fuels. The algal fuel industry would 
like to convince decision-makers that a $1 billion 
investment in an algal fuel farm is as good or better 
investment than an oil rig in the Gulf of Mexico.  The 
military initial certification testing will require 200,000 
gallons of fuel; however the fuel parameters are well 
defined making it an ideal mechanism to qualify fuel 
for a large consumption point.  Investors in the 
project, Mr. Davis said, are venture capitalists with a 
long view of payback.  League members can ask 
their congressional representatives to support 
research and use of this alternative fuel. 

Look Back  -  Algae Bio Fuel 
Marjorie Burr, Reporting 



LEAGUE OBSERVER REPORTS 
 

The League’s Observer Corps enables greater coverage and information gathering, can provide early warning of 
upcoming issues of concern, can increase League’s visibility, and can assist in networking with other groups.  We 
appreciate the reports that are submitted by Observers.  Following the League practice of publishing nonpartisan, 
objective reports, the information submitted may be edited for content and brevity.  

South Central Recycling Partnership,
(SCRaP) - September, 10, 2009  

Al McBrayer, Observer 
 
Our meeting this month was held at the new Mesilla 
Valley Bosque State Park offices, located at the end 
of Calle del Norte, just past the bridge.  This is a 
beautiful spot.  Patrick Peck, Director of South 
Central Solid Waste Authority (SCSWA), has 
expanded his recycling efforts to include the State 
Parks located in Doña Ana County, as reported by 
Southwest Regional Interpretive Ranger Kevin 
Hanson.  Recycling bins are located at the parks 
and as many as 8,000 recycling bags have been 
given out to park visitors across Southern New 
Mexico. 
 
Additionally, SCSWA has quietly started collecting 
colored plastic containers at the transfer centers and 
city schools.  SCSWA has tripled its number of drop-
off sites and will soon be issuing a new “recycle 
flyer” that will list the new sites and the materials that 
can be recycled.  Still in the discussion phase is the 
possibility of “single stream” recycling at the drop-off 
sites.  (Look for future changes).  Curbside recycling 
is part of Phase 2, and will be the result of a bid 
process as things roll along. (It is getting closer 
every day). 
 
“America Recycles Day” has been set for the “Big E-
Waste Event.”  It is on Saturday, November, 14, 
2009. The location will be at the North side parking 
lot of the County Government Center, 847 N. Motel 
Blvd.  SCSWA has partnered with Unicor Corp. to 
collect and process as much electronic material as 
they can get.  There will be ads in the local 
newspapers as well as radio spots to get the word 
out.  There will be traffic management and people to 
help unload private vehicles to keep the lines 
moving.  This is a first for Las Cruces and should be 
a lot of fun.  The drop-off will be free.  So bring down 
those old computers and TVs.  The upcoming ads 
will have more complete lists of what can be 
accepted.  I hope to see you all there. 
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Solid Central Solid Waste Authority (SCSWA) – 
September 17, 2009 
Johnnie R. Aldrich, Observer 
 
The new South Central Solid Waste Authority, 
directed by Patrick Peck, has as its primary goal the 
cost effective disposal of our citizens’ trash.  The 
devil, as usual, is in the details, and much of the 
September board meeting and work session was 
devoted to those. 
 
In the Board meeting, Director Peck revealed that a 
contract probably will be signed “soon” with 
Friedman Recycling, a company with a multi-million 
dollar waste-sorting facility in El Paso that would 
allow all recycled materials to be thrown into a single 
container that would be sorted off-site.  The result is 
reduction of effort for those who choose to 
participate in recycling and considerable cost 
reduction for the SWA (and taxpayers, ultimately). 
 
Director Peck asked for direction from the Doña Ana 
County (DAC) Board of Commissioners about the 
November recycling fair to be held at the County 
Government Center.  There, we’ll have a chance to 
hand in all of our “e-waste” for recycling. (“Electronic
-waste” means “anything that can be plugged into a 
wall.”)  Considerable discussion was engendered 
when he asked if a fee should be charged for 
receiving old television sets.  The screens of the 
older (non-flat) sets include considerable amounts of 
lead, a dangerous addition to a landfill, even though 
disposal of TV sets there is still permitted.  
Removing those screens is a labor-intensive project, 
so most centers charge for receiving them.  No 
decision was made at this meeting, but the 
discussion was stimulating and we’ll have an answer 
at the October meeting. 
 
Planning for the November event included more 
than one plea from both the commissioners and 
Director Peck for extensive public education about 
both the need for and the process of recycling.  
Flyers are being prepared so that the public will 
know what items they can/should bring in. 
 
Any kind of scrap metal also constitutes a problem 
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for recyclers.  A special difficulty that the Authority is 
trying to plan for will be caused if the federal 
government comes through with a plan to offer 
rebates on energy-inefficient appliances when 
consumers buy new ones.  (The program will be 
something like the highly successful “Cash for 
Clunkers” offer.)  For example, the cost of 
evacuating the hazardous Freon from a refrigerator 
is $28 per unit. 
 
All county trash collection sites, now called 
“Community Collection Centers,” are at capacity.  
Located at Hatch, Garfield, Anthony, La Union, La 
Mesa and Butterfield, some of them report 100-130 
vehicles per day.  In the work session, photos were 
shown and a detailed preliminary assessment was 
presented.  The goal here is to prioritize needs and 
decide which centers to develop with capital 
improvements and which should be moved or 
abandoned.  All of them need expansion and/or one 
kind of upgrade or another since most have been in 
service for at least 15 years. 
 
Several of these communities are exploring the 
possibility of developing their own landfills.  Director 
Peck hopes that they will choose to work with the 
Solid Waste Authority so that collection and disposal 
efforts can be coordinated and southern Doña Ana 
County “will not become a dumping ground.” 
 

____________________________ 
 
 
Las Cruces Metropolitan Planning Organization 
Policy Committee (LCMPO) – September 9, 2009 
Cathy Mathews, Observer 
 
The meeting started with extensive public comment 
regarding the traffic situation on Tortugas Drive.  A 
resident in the area complained of speeding  
through-traffic on that road connecting from Stern 
Road to Main Street.  Also, apparently concrete 
barricades presently installed at certain intersections 
prevent entry onto Tortugas Drive from other side 
streets.  Residents are particularly concerned about 
children crossing the road to the nearby school.  
New Mexico Department of Transportation 
(NMDOT) staff commented on the need for an east-
west route and on the challenges of having to 
purchase rights-of-way from private property owners 
in order to widen Tortugas Drive.  A Sheriff's Office 
representative stated that officers have been more 
present in the area recently but speeding is not 

much affected.  The Chair encouraged staff to 
develop short-term recommendations to slow traffic 
and remove barriers and to look at Tortugas Arroyo 
as a possible route on which to develop another east
-west connection.  
 
The Consent Agenda passed unanimously. 
 
The first action item on the agenda was a motion to 
amend the Unified Planning Work Program (UPWP) 
thereby conducting a study of the major 
thoroughfare plan in the area of the Sierra Norte 
Development.  The engineer for the developer, DVI, 
requested the amendment.  Staff noted that public 
input will be required and that the Technical 
Advisory Committee meeting in October can serve 
as that public input meeting.  Also, the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Advisory Committee must comment on 
the amendment.  A representative from the NMDOT 
commented that the Vision 2040 and Transportation 
2040 planning efforts may be impacted by this 
action.  The representative suggested that no action 
be taken until those plans are complete in about 
June 2010.  LCMPO staff commented that this 
action will serve to authorize staff to devote time and 
effort to the issue. The motion passed. 
 
The next items addressed on the action portion of 
the agenda included: 

· Texas/New Mexico/Colorado High Speed 
21st Century Camino Real Corridor. The 
action authorizes support of a study for a 
high speed rail corridor from El Paso to 
Denver to be listed on a federal list of 
high speed rail corridors for study.  
PASSED. 

· Complete Streets Act of 2009.  In May 
2008 the LCMPO supported the 
Complete Streets program. This action 
will authorize the LCMPO Policy 
Committee to sign a letter addressed to 
the US Congressional delegation 
indicating support of the Complete 
Streets Act of 2009.  PASSED. 

· Pat Garrett Historical Site. The action 
authorizes the LCMPO to sign a letter of 
support for establishment of the Pat 
Garrett Historical Site.  PASSED. 

 
These actions concluded the action portion of the 
meeting. 
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conditioning and heating systems with room entry 
set up, room exit set back, and prolonged no-motion 
deep set back; (2) rinse water in one laundry cycle 
used as soap water in the next cycle; and (3) 
recycled gray water from sinks and laundry used in 
toilets and for outside irrigation.5 
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